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In the late nineties he was mar-

ried to Miss Hattie L,. Huldt,

who was born in Rockford, Nov.

23, 1872. They have two chil-

dren.

NELS J. BIL,L,STROM,
inventor and foreman of the

East Rockford Machine Works,

NELS J. BILLSTROM

was born in the city of Malmo,

Sweden, Dec. 15, 1856. In 1880,

at the age of twenty-four, he

came to the United States after

having received an elementary

schooling in the old country.

His father, Nels Billstrom, is a

building contractor of Malmo.

Mr. Billstrom located in St. Paul,

but has lived in Rockford the

greater part of the time since

emigrating. For more than six-

teen years he has been foreman

of the aforesaid machine works.

During this time he has employed
his inventive talent to good pur-

pose. He has invented a new
barb wire machine which is a

great improvement on the older

ones and requires less motive

power. Another invention of his

is a glueing plant carrier for use

in furniture factories. He holds

patents for both machines, which
are manufactured at the East

Rockford works and both in

actual use. Mr. Billstrom was
married at Rockford, in 1881, to

Anna Mathilda Olson. They have

four children, Emma, Gunhild,
Florence and Edna.

CARL O. CARLSON
was born July 12, 1865, in Sjoa-

malen, Askeryd parish, Smaland,

Sweden. Finishing common school

at the age of fifteen he worked

for five years in Sweden at home
on the farm and as carpenter.

CARL O. CARLSON

He came to this country in 1885,

and worked for a time in the

Wells and France car shops in

Chicago. Thereafter he was farm-

ing near Marathon, Iowa, for
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two years, but returned to Chi-

cago in 1887, and took an agency
for real estate. When the Svea

Building and Loan Association

was organized, he became one of

the charter members, and accepted

the position of general agent.

He worked in that vocation for a

number of years, and was

one of the directors of the as-

sociation. He also was one of

the organizers of the Svea Land

Colony, whose principal land-

holdings are at Silverhill, Ala-

bama.

Now he resides at Rockford

where he is in the real estate

and land business. He is a member
of the First Lutheran Church

of Rockford.

Mr. Carlson was married Oct.

26, 1889, to Miss Kaller, born in

Askeryd, Smaland, June 5, 1866.

Their children are: Oscar Arthur,

born 1891, and Alfhild Eliza-

beth, 1894.

AUGUST p. FLOBERG,
bank cashier and well-known as

a business man and churchman,
was born at Hellestad, Vester-

gotland, Sweden, Oct. 5, 1856.

In July, 1868, he came to Rock-

ford from his native land and

has made this city his home
ever after. He obtained his ed-

ucation in the Rockford schools.

From his youth a member of

the First SwedishLutheran Church,
he has served that church as

trustee and treasurer continuous-

ly since 1876. When the Manu-
facturers' National Bank was es-

tablished in 1889, Mr. Floberg

became its cashier. This bank is

now one of the strongest in the

city, its deposits aggregating over

AUGUST P. FLOBERG

one million dollars. Mr. Floberg

is affiliated with no organizations

besides his church and his busi-

ness connections.

CHARLES A. FORSBERG,

proprietor of the East Rockford

Machine Works, hails from Skar-

hult, Skane, Sweden, where he

was born Sept. 2, 1856. His par-

ents were Gustaf Forsberg, a black-

smith, and his wife Carolina, nee

Lindstedt. After attending public

schools in his home parish he

learned the machinist's trade and

worked at it in Sweden and later

in Chicago, where he located after

emigrating in 1880. Having been

employed in different machine

shops in Chicago for a number of

years, he came to Rockford in 1887

and here started the East Rock-

ford Machine Works. This plant
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